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NEWSLETTER # 4  

Part of the Plympton Learning Community 

T e r m  2  2 0 1 9  

Dear Families, 
We have had another jam packed fun filled 
term. From the introduction of ‘cooking without 
borders’ a SACE enterprise programme selling 
nourishing food to the staff, lawn bowl  
programmes, athletics carnival,  music viva,  
students achieving awards and meeting their 
goals. A highlight for me has been reading  
student reports outlining the student progress. I 
am very proud of both students and their staff. 
Last week we had Jane farrall, our literacy coach 
work with all staff. She was also able to consult 
with individual families and their child's speech 
therapist to give advice and make  
recommendations to improve outcomes. Jane 
returns week 9 of next term. As part of our 
strategy to improve communication with  
students, we have appointed an AAC focus SSO, 
we congratulate Zoe O’Mahoney. 
 
Zoe is working across the school 2 days per 
week to support staff and students implement 
best practices using proloquo2Go. She is also 
available to support families with the P2G app 
and is proficient at problem solving. Please let 
your class teacher know if you would like to 
meet with either Jane or Zoe. 
 
We welcome three new students and their  
families to our school community. Artin in P3 , 
Tyler in J3 and Aiden, yr 8 in S4.  We farewell 

and wish our student Gabriel from P1 all the very 
best for the remainder of his schooling. Gabriel will 
be attending a special class at West Beach PS  early 
next term.   
 
Professional Learning 
Many staff completed managing aggression and 
potential aggression (MAPA) training. This is a 
strategy as part of the school priority 2 – Positive 
Behaviour Support. Aligned with this strategy, 
Alistair, Boyd, Lillian and I have completed the  
Berry St training – trauma informed practices. We 
have been sharing this training through staff 
meeting. 
Jane Farrall presented a training on literacy  
assessments which staff will undergo next term. 
This will inform future practice and planning and 
be include in term 4 reports. 
Some of the staff attended Girls in Autism  
conference. International speaker Professor Barry 
Carpenter, UK presented research and strategies, 
all outlined in a new book launched “Girls in  
Autism” as well as local presentations from Dr  
Emma Goodall and Dr Wenn Lawson. The  
conference busted the myth of 1 girl to every 4 
boys has ASD and the states are more 1:2.  
Interestingly many of the girls are mis - diagnosed 
with mental health. It was a very informative, 
heart wrenching listening to personal stories and 
practical. 
 
Another highlight this term was being invited to 
the Refugee Week Youth Poster Exhibition with 
student, Antoinette Bee, whose poster was one of 
70 posters chosen from 300 to be exhibited. It was 
a pleasure to see her face light up when she saw 
her poster in the Kerry Packer Gallery at Uni SA. 
Well done Antionette and the staff who supported 
her, Rino Cavuoto and Zoe O’Mahoney and Taylor 
Venebales..  This year the theme was A World of 
Stories. All poster told a story and collectively  
reflected the fact that SA is so richly built on  
stories from people around the world. We know 
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the waves of migration has made what SA is today. 
With 60% of Errington  students from a non English 
speaking background, the exhibition and messages 
are quite pertinent. The posters depicted stories of 
pain and suffering, hope and optimism, unity and 
peace and much more Our favourite was the winner 
of the Primary category, created by a yr 5 student 
from  Sandy Creek, her poster  below with the slogan 
‘Why don’t we huddle like penguins’. 
 
I leave you to reflect on there are 70 million refugees 
around the world and half of these are children.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A safe and happy term break to all. 
 
Niki Takos 

 
Working with Jane Farrall:  Balanced Literacy  
Program 
Once again we have been working closely with 
Jane. Jane is a speech pathologist and special  
educator passionate about literacy, Augmentative 
and Alternative Communication (AAC) and Assistive 
Technology.  She  worked with all classroom  
teachers in developing their literacy programs in 
the areas of guided reading, comprehension,  
Guided Reading, Shared Reading, Self-Selected 
Reading, Working with Letters, Sounds and Words 
and Writing.  
 
Jane completed classroom observations, classroom 
modelling, and met with the teachers to critically 
review their work for improvement.  Staff,  
including many SSOs then attended a training  
session looking at whole school assessments that 
will help us assess where students are at, what it is 
they need to know and how we can help them 
learn their next developmental goal.  We are  
looking at completing the Developmental Writing 
Scale assessment next term as well as other literacy 
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Participation and Consumables.  In particular for final 
year students, SLES and DES funding. There is also 
the Capacity Building Supports Budget and the  
Capital support Budget to investigate. 
Of course, all of our families go through the regular 
rollover of their plans. I urge you to invest in a bit of 
research prior to this rollover and review your plan 
goals. Many experienced families at our school have 
a wealth of knowledge and are willing to share it. 
Your LAC or Local Area Coordinator is also a person 
to contact and ask for information.  
Further information is available through the NDIS at 
https://www.ndis.gov.au/participants/using-your-
plan/managing-your-plan/support-budgets-your-
plan 
This Term we hosted Maxima, who presented on a 
range of post school options, with a particular focus 
on the diverse ways in which our students may use 
SLES. 
We have been in consultation with a number of  
providers to arrange a tour of their facilities. The first 
trip will explore respite and day options. This will  
occur in Term 3, so keep an eye on our Transition 
seesaw posts. 
I wish you a warm and cosy break and look forward 
to seeing students and families in Term 3. 
 
SACE 
Congratulations to our SACE Senior Students and 
their Teachers! All of the compulsory subjects that 
went to moderation have been accepted. 
For the students, the SACE moderation process has 
confirmed the quality of your work in a process of 
evaluation and quality checking. For the teachers, it 
means that they have correctly assessed the quality 
of that work. 
This is a significant milestone in both the students’ 
journey on their way to their SACE certificates as 
well as an acknowledgement of the quality of  
learning taking place at Errington. 
 
Our Senior Students go into the second half of the 
year’s learning with their heads held high, confident 
of their abilities and ready for further opportunities 
for success. 
 
Kind regards 
Alistair Hodge 

Junior students observed the transformation of 
green leaves to autumn leaf colours. We described 
leaf textures like soft, hard, crunchy, flat and sharp. 
Students observed how living things have basic 

assessments that will allow us to track students’  
learning and write more targeted learning goals.  The 
school is resourcing this initiative by preparing all the 
relevant documents and tools for teachers to use. 
Staff have reported how Jane’s coaching has helped 
them embed their use of Prologue2Go and Visual  
displays to increase the use of AAC (Assisted  
Augmentative Communication) in literacy. 
Jane will return in week 9, term 3 to continue this 
work and we will have the opportunity to reflect on 
the assessment tools and determine some whole 
school agreements in literacy. 
 
Staff Training and Development 
A group of five staff attended the Girls with Autism 
conference on 25 June.  This conference support the 
work we are doing as a site in understanding Autism.  
The conference reminded us that autism is not gender 
specific and autism may present differently in girls as 
girls can often mask or imitate social life until it  
becomes too complicated.  This often means girls do 
not obtain their diagnosis of autism until later in life. 
Our Pupil Free Day on 2 September is a whole staff 
training day in understanding autism and positive  
behaviour support.  Children and young people on the 
autism spectrum are at the centre of everything we 
do at ESEC. This training will be provided onsite by 
AutismSA. 
 
This term a Professional Learning Community (PLC) of 
staff have met in sessions after school to participate in 
AAC training.  Some of this training has been provided 
by a Speech pathologist and some of the training has 
been provided by lead AAC staff.  The school has  
appointed an SSO, Zoe O’Mahoney, as the AAC leader 
for two days each week to develop the capacity of 
staff in using P2G and visuals for communication.  
Increasing the use of AAC is part of our Site  
Improvement Plan across the school. 

Transition 
Hard to believe that we are halfway through the year!  
Our year final year students and their families are  
exploring their post school options including  
accommodation, day options programs, supported 
work and open employment. The information coming 
from a variety of providers and as many of you  
already know, is that for them to best support  
families, it is important that, where possible, their 
plans include allowance for the Core Supports of  
Assistance with Daily Living, Transport (which has 
three levels), Assistance with Social and Community 

Junior School News 
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needs like water and sunlight. 
The leaf is one of the most important parts of a 
plant. Leaves produce food for the plant through a 
process called ‘photosynthesis’. The leaves have 
fallen and now we are preparing for the chill of 
winter. The student’s enjoyed going outside and 
picking up the autumn leaves and pasting them in 
our art lesson. 
Did you know? 
All trees lose their leaves, though some leaves live 
for two or three years before they fall. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Primary 1 
As part of World Environment Day this year the stu-
dents took part in the “Take the mask challenge 
and join us to #beat air pollution” activity. Using 
leaves, bark and other items from nature they  
enjoyed some sensory play and they made some 
great masks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Primary 2 
We have been collecting and sticking the  
Woolworth’s Earn and Learn stickers. We would like 
to thank all of our parents, caregivers and the  
members of our community for collecting and giving 
them to us. We will let you know by next term what 
equipment we have bought from this campaign. 
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Primary 4 
Over the past week our class has been on an  
adventure through a forest. We have been reading 
‘Where’s My Teddy?’ by Jez Alborough as part of 
our Child Protection Curriculum. We have  
discussed how forests are not a safe place to be on 
your own, just like it was for Teddy. We used our 
senesces to explore items from a forest like pine 
cones and pine needles to learn about feeling safe 
and unsafe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary 3 
We have welcomed a new student named Artin into 
the classroom who the students have loved getting 
to know and create new friendships with. We have 
participated in a variety of different STEM challenges 
that are designed to encourage the students  
creativity. The students have made a safe landing 
platform for Humpty Dumpty, built a bridge, a bug, 
environmental masks and other designs that involve 
different sensory materials which are fun for the  
students to explore. The students have also watched 
our frog grow larger, hop around and studied the 
markings that have developed through its growth. All 
students have worked hard through the previous  
semester and we look forward to what Term 3 has to 
bring.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Middle School News  
 
Middle 1 
The class have been very busy this term.  The 
weekly Lawn Bowls excursion has now ended and it 
was pleasing to see each child’s growth over the 
duration. As an end of term celebration, our class 
and M2 class went to see Toy Story 4 last week at 
Piccadilly Cinemas, which they all thoroughly  
enjoyed.  Our class have also recently been  
exploring emotions through the book titled ‘The 
Red Beast’. As a follow up to the book, we have 
been discussing as a class our own early warning 
signs when we become angry and what things may 
help us calm.  

Middle 2 
This term we have started familiarising ourselves 
with the Numicon maths programme prior to  
formally integrating it into our learning in Term 3. 
Students are introduced to new understanding and 
skills in maths through concrete, hands-on  
activities and are then supporting to generalise 
their learnings across learning areas and in  
everyday situations. We have integrated a lot of 
movement into our lessons in order to help us keep 
focussed for longer e.g. looking for Numicon 
shapes in the yard, counting them and then  
completing the corresponding amount of jumps on 
the trampoline.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle 3 
This semester, the class has been looking at the 
Australian identity. We have been looking at the 
activities that occur on "Australian Day" in Term 1, 
and the different groups that have migrated to  
Australia during the First Fleet and Gold Rush. We 
are currently studying the migration of First  
Australians in preparation for NAIDOC week.  

We have been talking about   
 
 
 
 
animals as part of our Predictive Chart Writing.  
Caring for animals is how we have been learning 
about our Errington Identify and being responsible, 
feeding and caring for them and looking after 
them.  
This week the students wrote about our recent 
guests, they said “We like feeding the frogs. The 
frogs like to eat mealworms. The frogs like to jump 
and climb inside their house”. Senior Students have 
been talking about being responsible by looking 
after different animals.  
The Senior Team would like to congratulate the  

Senior School News 



 

 

Fundraising News 

Senior Students for all their hard work this during 
this Semester. Well done, and we wish you a warm, 
fun and happy school holidays and we will see you in 
Term 3.  
 

 
 
This semester has been very productive in terms of 
fundraising and developing further Errington  
community partnerships.  Thank you to all the  
individuals, businesses and community groups who 
continue to support our fantastic students.  I am very 
much looking forward to semester 2 and what it 
brings for the Errington school community.  If you 
wish to talk fundraising and Errington or would give 
me leads into possible community partners and  
businesses, please be in touch through the school 
reception.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Uniform Shop 
The Plympton International College  

uniform shop will be open during the 
school holidays on Tuesday July 16th  

between the hours of 11am and 2:00pm 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WISHING OUR  

FAMILIES A SAFE 

AND HAPPY BREAK! 



 

 

 


